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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-15 presented for examination. Claims 16-35 have been withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being Anticipated by Requena et al. 
(US 2002/0126701) (hereinafter Requena). 

4. As per claim 1, Requena discloses a method for providing instant services in an Internet 
Protocol network, the method comprising: 

provisioning a first communication session between a first user terminal and a 
predetermined network device (CSCF SIP Server, fig 8, para #0182- #0186) by allocating at least 
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one resource of the predetermined network device to the first communication session (SIP, Para 
#0185, Making user data available globally, please also see para #0190 for session manager); 

provisioning a second communication session between a second user terminal and the 
predetermined network device (CSCF SIP Server, fig 8, para #0182- #0186), by allocating at 
least one resource of the predetermined network device to the second communication session 
(SIP, Para #0185, Making user data available globally, please also see para #0190 for session 
manager) ; 

identifying an intended recipient and initiating an activation request (NOTIFY, Fig 11, 
para #0221 -#0226); 

receiving the activation request to establish an active communication session between the 
first user terminal and the second user terminal (Jane and Jose, Fig 1 1 , para #002 1 ; #0226); 
bridging the first communication session to the second communication session on the 
predetermined network device (Fig 11, para #0190; #0226). 

5. As per claim 2, Requena discloses a computer readable medium having stored therein 
instructions to execute the method of claim 1 (CSCF SIP server, fig 11). 

6. As per claim 3, Requena discloses the first communication session comprises a first real- 
time transport protocol session, and the second communication session comprises a second real- 
time transport protocol session (SIP, fig 1 1, #0218). 
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7. As per claim 4, Requena discloses receiving a first registration request from a user 
associated with the first user terminal (fig 8, para #0182); 

authenticating the first user in accordance with a first user account for the user associated 
with the first user terminal (SIP security mechanism, para #01 86); 

receiving a first subscription request from the user associated with the first user account, 
wherein the first subscription request comprises a request to subscribe to a first service (para 
#00185). 

8. As per claim 5, Requena discloses the first service comprises a multimedia service (para 
#0071). 

9. As per claim 6, Requena discloses the multimedia service comprises an instant voice 
messaging service (fig 11, para #0221; #0226). 

10. As per claim 7, Requena discloses receiving a first registration request from a user 
associated with the second user terminal (fig 11, para #0221; #0226); 

authenticating the user in accordance with a first user account for the user associated with 
the second user terminal (SIP security mechanism, fig 1 1, para #0186; page 13, para #0221- 
#0226); 

receiving a first subscription request from the user associated with the second user 
terminal, wherein the first subscription request comprises a request to subscribe to the first 
service using a first subscriber identification (see session establishment between Jane and Jose 
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using SIP, fig 1 1, para #0221; #0226 

11. As per claim 8, Requena discloses receiving a second subscription request from the user 
associated with the second user terminal, wherein the second subscription request comprises a 
request to subscribe to the first service using a second subscriber identification (see session 
establishment between Jane and Jose using SIP, fig 1 1, para #0221 -#0226); 

provisioning a third communication session between the second user terminal and the 
predetermined network device (see session establishment between Jane and Jose using SIP, fig 

11. para #0221 -#0226). 

12. As per claim 9, Requena discloses of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing a first list of subscribers to the first user terminal, the first list of subscribers 
including subscriber identifications associated with active subscribers authorized to 
communicate with the user associated with the first user terminal (fig 11, para #0221 -#0226); 
and 

providing a second list of subscribers to the second user terminal, the second list of 
subscribers including subscriber identifications associated with active subscribers authorized to 
communicate with the user associated with the second user terminal (fig 11, para #0221 -#0226). 

13. As per claim 10, Requena discloses the first user terminal comprises a signaling agent, 
and the step of receiving the request to establish an active communication session between the 
first user terminal and the second user terminal comprises: 
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receiving a user input to establish the active communication session to the second user 
terminal (session between Jane and Jose, fig 1 1, para #0221 -#0226); 

sending the request to establish the active communication session between the first user 
terminal and the second user terminal from the signaling agent to the predetermined network 
device (session between Jane and Jose, fig 1 1, para #0221 -#0226). 

14. As per claim 11, Requena discloses the signaling agent comprises a Session Initiation 
Protocol (SIP) agent (SIP signaling, fig 1 1, page 4, para #0071). 

15. As per claim 12, Requena discloses the first user terminal is associated with a virtual 
signaling agent, and the step of receiving the request to establish an active communication 
session between the first user terminal and the second user terminal comprises: 

receiving on the first user terminal a user input to establish the active communication 
session to the second user terminal (SIP signaling, fig 1 1, page 13, para #0221 -#0226); 

sending to the virtual signaling agent a request to establish the active communication 
session (SIP signaling, fig 1 1, para #0221 -#0226); 

sending from the virtual signaling agent to the predetermined network device the request to 
establish the active communication session between the first user terminal and the second user 
terminal (SIP signaling, fig 1 1, para #0221 -#0226). 
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16. As per claim 13, Requena discloses receiving a request to terminate the active 
communication session between the first user terminal and the second user terminal (Jane and 
Jose, fig 1 1, para #0221 -#0226); and 

un-bridging the first communication session from the second communication session on 
the predetermined network device (Jane and Jose, fig 1 1, #0071; page 13, para #0221-#0226). 

17. As per claim 14, Requena discloses the step of provisioning the first communication 
session and the second communication session comprises setting up the first and second 
communication sessions between the first and second user terminals and the predetermined 
network device prior to receiving the receiving the activation request (fig 1 1, para #0221 -#0226). 

18. As per claim 15, Requena discloses the first user terminal is associated with a first 
predetermined device and the second user terminal is associated with a second predetermined 
device (jane and Jose fig 1 1). 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments filed 03/27/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive, therefore rejections to claims 1-15 is maintained. 



20. 



In the remarks applicants argued that: 
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Arguments: Requena does not disclose provisioning a first communication session between a 
first user terminal and a predetermined network device by allocating at least one resource of the 
predetermined network device to the first communication session. 

Response: Requena discloses provisioning a first communication session between a first user 
terminal and a predetermined network device (CSCF SIP Server, fig 8, para #0182- #0186, 
presence server has complete knowledge of the user) by allocating at least one resource of the 
predetermined network device to the first communication session (CSCF SIP, fig 8, para #0182, 
presence server has complete knowledge of the user, please also see para #0190 for session 
manager). 

Arguments: Requena does not disclose provisioning a second communication session between a 
second user terminal and the predetermined network device, by allocating at least one resource 
of the predetermined network device to the second communication session. 
Response: Requena discloses provisioning a second communication session between a second 
user terminal and the predetermined network device (CSCF SIP Server, fig 8, para #0182- 
#0186), by allocating at least one resource of the predetermined network device to the second 
communication session (SIP, Para #0185, Making user data available globally, please also see 
para #0190 for session manager). 

Arguments: Requena does not disclose bridging the first communication session to the second 
communication session on the predetermined network device. 
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Response: Requena discloses bridging the first communication session to the second 
communication session on the predetermined network device (Fig 11, page 13, para #0190. 



21 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MOHAMMAD A. SIDDIQI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3976. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MS 



/Nathan J. Flynn/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2154 



